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Concerning Expenses 
THE attitude of the firm in the matter 
of accountants' expenses is expressed 
in the "Suggestions for Professional Con-
duct" as follows: 
"It is the desire of the firm that members 
of the staff shall travel and live while on 
out of town engagements in a manner 
befitting their professional standing. A t 
the same time, since expenses are incurred 
for account of clients, it is necessary that 
expenses be kept at a minimum consistent 
with such status. The accountant should 
live comfortably and well without being 
extravagant." 
What constitutes a manner befitting pro-
fessional standing may be a matter of 
opinion. It is also conceivable that 
opinions may differ on the subject. But 
it is doubtful if any one will disagree with 
the statement that the standards of living 
of the professional man should be equal 
to those of the average business man. 
The business man of today requires at 
least that he shall have a decent home, with 
a good bed, in order that he may have 
proper rest, a bath in order that he may 
keep clean, proper and wholesome food, 
which is conducive to health and the 
generation of physical and mental energy, 
presentable clothing in order that he may 
conform to the custom of his class and, 
further, that his clothing shall be kept in 
proper condition. 
Granting that the professional man is at 
least on a par with the business man, it 
must be assumed that he wil l maintain 
such standards of living. If these are his 
standards of living while at home, he is 
entitled to them when abroad. Such then 
is the standard which the professional 
accountant may reasonably be expected to 
maintain while away from his home on 
engagements for clients. 
But the conditions of obtaining shelter 
and food differ in different localities and as 
among different hostelries. In some local-
ities there is no choice as to hotels or prices. 
In some hotels there is no choice as to 
rooms or accommodations. Where such 
conditions prevail the accountant is forced 
to accept things as he finds them and the 
client presumably will be satisfied with 
the arrangements. 
While the client has an obligation to pro-
vide the accountant with decent hotel 
accommodations, the accountant also has a 
duty to exercise discrimination and judg-
ment in the selection of his accommoda-
tions if the opportunity is presented. A 
room with bath and a good bed are un-
doubtedly essential to his comfort, but 
there is apparently no reason why, if the 
conditions are such that he spends only his 
sleeping hours in his room, he should have 
one of the most desirable rooms in the 
house, perhaps in the front overlooking a 
park. Or if by making proper inquiry 
when engaging accommodations a single 
room with a shower bath, which would be 
just as satisfactory as a double room with 
a tub, could be obtained at a cheaper rate, 
there seems to be no reason why such pro-
cedure should not be followed. The same 
would naturally apply where by taking a 
room by the week, providing the probable 
length of stay warrants such negotiations, 
a better rate could be obtained. Such 
methods are not beneath the dignity of the 
accountant. They prove conclusively that 
he is living up to the high ideals of his 
profession which make it incumbent upon 
him at all times to exercise his best ability 
in the interest of his clients. 
It is usually safe to hazard the guess 
when a man is seen in the dining car of a 
train eating through an à la carte menu 
from soup to nuts that someone else ulti-
mately is going to pay the bill . There is 
no reason why an accountant traveling 
and eating at the expense of a client should 
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not appease the inner man with a reason-
able amount of sustaining and satisfying 
food. He would not be expected, in a city 
like New York or Chicago, to wander off 
into a side street among office boys and 
satisfy his craving for food with a hot 
frankfurter and a glass of lemonade. 
Neither would he be consistent if he were 
to repair to the most expensive eating 
place in the neighborhood and regale him-
self with the delicacies of the season. Rea-
son in eating as well as in all other things, 
should be his guide. 
What is reasonable must be governed by 
the circumstances. A man traveling on a 
train has little choice but to eat in the 
dining car. He would scarcely be ex-
pected to jump off the train and grab a 
sandwich at the risk of having the train go 
on without him. The average business 
man would do no such thing. And being 
limited to the diner he is obliged to pay the 
price. Consequently, the consumption of 
a rational quantity and selection of food 
must be regarded as reasonable under the 
circumstances, cost what it may. 
Trains like hotels vary in their accom-
modations. Some are de luxe; some are 
anything but de luxe. Where the latter 
conditions prevail, there is nothing to do 
but accept the situation. A n extra fare 
train because of its speed may in certain 
cases contribute to the client's best in-
terests or, as a matter of fact, be more 
economical than the ordinary train. But 
it is difficult to see how in fairness to the 
client one may indulge in the luxury of 
having one's nails manicured, or the serv-
ices of the barber, or the valet, at the 
expense of the client because such con-
veniences happen to be provided. 
A professional man at home must wear 
clean linen, have his clothes pressed, and 
present generally a well groomed appear-
ance. He is expected to maintain such 
standards when away from home. But 
who will admit the fairness of saving up 
his soiled linen in order that when he goes 
out of town he may have it laundered at 
the client's expense? Or is there any 
reason why accountants working in a 
mining camp or a logging camp where 
everyone else goes about in flannel shirts, 
corduroy trousers, and storm boots should 
have his clothes pressed every other day, 
providing such service is available? 
The incurring of expenses depends very 
largely on the psychological attitude of the 
individual. If he regards such expense as 
incidental to the accomplishment of a cer-
tain purpose and to his physical and 
mental efficiency, his attitude will tend 
towards reason and care while incurring 
such expense. If he looks upon going out 
of town as a lark and the opportunity to 
indulge himself in certain luxuries to 
which he is not accustomed at home, there 
is strong likelihood that he wil l be led into 
extravagances which are not justifiable. 
Changed conditions call for greater care 
in the consideration of expenses. Not 
only are prices generally lower throughout 
the country, but because of the present 
business depression clients are likely to be 
less tolerant of expenses which are on the 
border between necessity and extravagance. 
The firm is charged with the duty of 
dealing honestly and fairly with clients in 
the matter of expenses. The duty of the 
firm is not confined to any one individual 
or class. It extends to every member of 
the organization no matter what his status 
is or where he may be. The duty of the 
firm wil l be much more easily fulfilled if 
every individual takes unto himself the 
obligation of helping to meet the changed 
conditions. 
A t the annual meeting of the Illinois 
Society of Certified Public Accountants 
held in Chicago on September 13, 1921, 
M r . George W . Rossetter was elected 
president for the ensuing year. 
